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253.26 What information must I submit to 
support my unencumbered net assets 
demonstration? 

253.27 When I submit audited annual finan-
cial statements to verify my 
unencumbered assets, what standards 
must they meet? 

253.28 What financial test procedures must I 
use to evaluate the amount of self-insur-
ance allowed as OSFR evidence based on 
unencumbered assets? 

253.29 How can I use insurance as OSFR evi-
dence? 

253.30 How can I use an indemnity as OSFR 
evidence? 

253.31 How can I use a surety bond as OSFR 
evidence? 

253.32 Are there alternative methods to 
demonstrate OSFR?

Subpart D—Requirements for Submitting 
OSFR Information

253.40 What OSFR evidence must I submit 
to MMS? 

253.41 What terms must I include in my 
OSFR evidence? 

253.42 How can I amend my list of COFs? 
253.43 When is my OSFR demonstration or 

the amendment to my OSFR demonstra-
tion effective? 

253.44 When must I comply with this sub-
part? 

253.45 Where do I send my OSFR evidence?

Subpart E—Revocation and Penalties

253.50 How can MMS refuse or invalidate 
my OSFR evidence? 

253.51 What are the penalties for not com-
plying with this part?

Subpart F—Claims for Oil-Spill Removal 
Costs and Damages

253.60 To whom may I present a claim? 
253.61 When is a guarantor subject to direct 

action for claims? 
253.62 What are the designated applicant’s 

notification obligations regarding a 
claim?

APPENDIX—LIST OF U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.

SOURCE: 63 FR 42711, Aug. 11, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 42711, Aug. 
11, 1998, part 253 was added. This part con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget.

Subpart A—General
§ 253.1 What is the purpose of this 

part? 
This part establishes the require-

ments for demonstrating OSFR for cov-
ered offshore facilities (COFs) under 
Title I of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 
(OPA), as amended, 33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.

§ 253.3 How are the terms used in this 
regulation defined? 

Terms used in this part have the fol-
lowing meaning: 

Advertise means publication of the 
notice of designation of the source of 
the incident and the procedures by 
which the claims may be presented, ac-
cording to 33 CFR part 136, subpart D. 

Bay means a body of water included 
in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS) bay feature class. A 
GNIS bay includes an arm, bay, bight, 
cove, estuary, gulf, inlet, or sound. 

Claim means a written request, for a 
specific sum, for compensation for 
damages or removal costs resulting 
from an oil-spill discharge or a sub-
stantial threat of the discharge of oil. 

Claimant means any person or gov-
ernment who presents a claim for com-
pensation under OPA. 

Coastline means the line of ordinary 
low water along that portion of the 
coast that is in direct contact with the 
open sea which marks the seaward 
limit of inland waters. 

Covered offshore facility (COF) means 
a facility: 

(1) That includes any structure and 
all its components (including wells 
completed at the structure and the as-
sociated pipelines), equipment, pipe-
line, or device (other than a vessel or 
other than a pipeline or deepwater port 
licensed under the Deepwater Port Act 
of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.)) used for 
exploring for, drilling for, or producing 
oil or for transporting oil from such fa-
cilities. This includes a well drilled 
from a mobile offshore drilling unit 
(MODU) and the associated riser and 
well control equipment from the mo-
ment a drill shaft or other device first 
touches the seabed for purposes of ex-
ploring for, drilling for, or producing 
oil, but it does not include the MODU; 
and 

(2) That is located: 
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